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Julian Fellowes: James Cameron's Titanic was 'unfair'
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The Downton Abbey creator Julian Fellowes has said his new period TV drama about

the sinking of the Titanic will "set the record straight”.
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When James Cameron's 1997 blockbuster film starring Leonardo
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet is re-released in cinemas in 3D next month_ it
will face direct competition with Fellowes' new period drama, which airs
on ITV from 25 March.

The film received a lambasting from writer Julian Fellowes, who called it
factually inaccurate in a Radio Times interview

Fellowes' attack centres around the depiction of the Titanic's first officer,
William Murdoch, who is painted as a cowardly figure in Cameron's film.

"He wasn't cowardly. He fired the pistol to just stop a potential riot. It was
suddenly getting out of hand, and he fired it in the air. That's not being
cowardly."

The writer is hoping that his drama will 'set the record straight' when it
comes to Murdoch, who, according to Fellowes, fired the pistol in the air
'to stop a potential riot'. Murdoch was unfairly "villainised" in Cameron's
film, according to Fellowes.
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Fellows' ITV series marks the centenary of the disaster and tells the
famous tragedy across four episodes from the points of view of different
passengers.

Beginning this Sunday the final episode will be screened on April 15, the
day that the liner sank in 1912. The series features actors Toby Jones,
Maria Doyle Kennedy and Linus Roache.
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Like mast Blockbusters it was made with American money, primerily far an
American audience. Unfortunately that also often ends up with distortion of the
truth to add storyline or interest that would appeal to the American audience.

The people | really feel for would be the descendants of First Officer Murdoch to
see their ancestors reputation destroyed for the benefit of box office takings.

Often the real truth in these things is just not commercially viable!

Cameron Harris
03/23/2012 08:09 PM

That's guite funny coming from Fellows. His new drama series

is being made with a budget millions of pounds cheaper than that of James
Cameron's maovie. People seem to forget the 3200 or so million that cost to make
the 19897 film was purely within the intention of making the film as accurate as
possible. There has never been a more accurate modern-day representation of
the

sinking of Titanic than James Cameron’s maovie. Yes it has its faults, it has
inaccuracies; butthat's impossible to avoid. Unless you contemplate on rebuilding
the Titanic and sinking it again- which James Cameron pretty much did.

There was passenger testimony that Murdoch did shoot himself, there was
passenger testimony that he didnt, either way James Cameron apologised to the
family, and the issue has now been resolved. Fellows is in no position to criticise
Cameron's Titanic for being “Inaccurate” because of one small scene. | get the
impression he seems to Know better, which is funny considering how many
inaccuracies you can point out from the previews for this new series.

Peter John Varga
03/22/2012 03:35 PM

Ha, funny. when they previewed the ITV titanic drama within the very short trailer |
spotted about 20 historical inaccuracy’s (some really basic stuff too). So if there
are that many basic inaccuracy’s in a short trailer | shudder to think what the whole
prajectis going to be like. So this guys arguments are maoot.

amicus
03/23/2012 09:40 AM

innAaccuracies

Jon Page
03/21/2012 08:06 PM

Tough competition?”

HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!

Sanctimony
03/21/2012 0757 PM

Has that faux-aristo, Fellowes, decided yet on the correct manner of tipping one’s
soup plate or does he take his statuesque wife's word for it in his attempt to
disguise his rural working-class origins.

God... arent social climbers so ghastly !

keithsmtr
03/21/2012 0736 PM

James Cameran's Titanic was terrific. There are very few films or television that
know how to join the sound to the picture, most are abysmally done. Its a pity that
the real musicians don,t have a say but unfortunately its the left hemisphere
dominant people who have the sway; the chatterers, they are also responsible for
the useless patter from announcements on trains and other public transport
systems that are attempting to drive the commuters to distraction and foreign
visitors away from our shores with their money. David Cameron should put thatin
his budget.

cocacola99
03/22/2012 12:33 AM

‘abyss’ mally done, like it!

Mary
03/21/2012 05:25 PM
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I've found that James Cameraon, is a coward and hypocrite, and is fond of pointing
out the flaws in others, he excuses in himself. | find nothing enteftaining in the
vain, self serving, naval gazing that is the result of films made by James Cameron,
or acted in by no talents like Leonardo Dicaprio.

Sanctimony
03/21/2012 07:36 PM

Bitch, bitch, bitch.... and it's navel !

zaharadelasierra
03/21/2012 10:29 PM

Well, yes, | spotted that too. But surely, in the case of TITANIC it
I'S naval gazing.

milliboot
03/21/2012 0712 PM

Mary, you just pointed out flaws in others ! James Cameron is a first rate
film maker and Leonarda de Caprio is a brilliant actor. Why on earth dont
you lighten up, you are a bore.

el seamus
03/21/2012 02:17 PM
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There's a 75 th anniversary timewarp movie ready for May Gth.

It tells a romantic story of how a rogue Higgs Boson- upset at being stalked
- causes the Hindenburg to crash in flames and destroy the Hadron Collider.

FProvisional fitle: "Oh the ‘Umanity’.

simon_coulter
03/21/2012 01:53 PM

Let us see if and how Fellowes compromises the Titanic story by re-centring at
least part of the plot around Americans - a skewing seen in the past, cognisant of
the market there to cultivate.

The Cameron film is so dire | have never watched it all - one wonders whether the
complete con of reprocessing flat 20 into 30 will haul in a new cinema audience.
You may be able to tweak the CGI but it has to compromise the human actors.

(Edited by author 3 days ago)

sebranjor
03/21/2012 04:03 PM

30 the fact that John Jacob Astor IV, Benjamin Guggenheim, Molly Brown,
the founder of Macy's and his wife, and other Americans on board should
be ignored? Itwas an American maovie.

simon_coulter
03/21/2012 04:28 PM

It was an ocean going liner, on the then very active transatlantic
passenger routes between Europe and the United States. Itis a
given that Americans would be on board - and, given that maost
ofthe poorer passengers were emigrants making a one way,
once in a lifetime journey to the LS, you are maore likely to find
wealthy Americans returning home in the higher grade
accommodation.

That said, any RMS Titanic film does tend to refocus not just on

the well known stories about real Americans - the elderly Astors,
Molly Brown - but to add in fictional heroes of U3 extraction. For
once a story about the British crew and figures like lsmay would
be preferable as they saw their new flagship go down.

sebranjor
03/21/2012 05:24 PM

FPerhaps you would prefer to watch a documentary, or a British
film focusing on Brits. American films are going to focus on
Americans, their main audience. As far as embellishing the
storyline with fictional characters, that's Hollywood for yau.

mrsgee
03/21/2012 01:25 PM

| have never been able to sit through Cameron’s Titanic in its entireity as | just
thought it was dire; bad script, overblown acting, too much CGI efc. Atthe point
where DiCaprio was in the water hanging on to the floating door [ was just saying
“die” to myself. The bestversion of the story has to be "ANight to Remember”.
Fantastic when you consider it was made in an era of few special effects, [ am
maved every time | see it.

labouractivist
03/21/2012 02:53 PM

Atthe risk of being thought a geek but in the cause of trivia and whimsy - A
Might to Remember used footage from Goebbels’ film of the Titanic - a
hugely expensive propaganda piece with a German hero which was
never released (it took almost exactly the same view of the British as
James Cameron did).

As long as this new version is Kind to Great Great Uncle Ted, | might
watch it. =)

chris_ xxxx
03/21/2012 01:16 FM

An original story. Another film about the Titanic. So much far ariginal thought.

northumbriannomad
03/21/2012 01:16 PM

Most important thing by far: are they going to give the ship its definite article back?
Ever since that film, everybody has called the damn thing Titanic. It's THE Titanic.

Second most important thing: stop making dramas about the Titanic. It isn't really
all that fascinating. Mow the Lusitania...

slayerfest
03/21/2012 02:43 PM

If's name was BEMS Titanic

elvira
03/21/2012 1117 PM

Ships" names always have the definite article in front of them,
regardless of what's painted on the side.

Andy Williams
03/21/2012 02:38 PM

%

4

Thought it's name was EM3 Titanic
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oh yeah!!! and its far more reachable!
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